
 

 

Scion Rural Fire Research Group 
Highlights Jun 2009 – Feb 2010 

 
 
Research 

• Over 100 members of the public were interviewed in Northland and Canterbury 
during December and January to determine their perceptions and understanding 
of fire danger messages delivered by NZ fire management agencies. This is 
ground-breaking work, and is being carried out by David Tappin and Sophie Hide 
(COHFE), led by Lisa Langer. 

• Richard Parker is due to submit his PhD thesis, which contains a substantial 
proportion of work related to measurement of rural firefighter physiology and 
productivity. This represents leading-edge technology and science that has 
attracted international interest (from the USA and Australia in particular). 

 
Collaborations 

• Grant Pearce delivered lectures on vegetation fire science and rural fire risk 
management to postgraduate (Masters-level) students in Fire Engineering at the 
University of Canterbury, August 2009 and February 2010. 

• Lisa Langer will travel to the USA in April to attend the Human Dimensions of 
Wildland Fires conference in Minneapolis, and to complete the case study work 
undertaken in New Zealand in 2008 with Dr. Pam Jakes, senior social scientist, 
USDA Forest Service. The trip will be funded by the USDA Forest Service. 

• Stuart Anderson attended a meeting between Scion and the Department of 
Conservation in Wellington on 1 December 2009 to discuss Scion's capabilities 
and potential to strengthen collaboration with the Department. 

• The Fire Project has had discussions with Dr Tom Wilson and Prof. Jim Cole, 
Natural Hazards Research Centre, Geological Sciences, University of Canterbury 
to explore opportunities for collaboration. 

• Dr Francisco Moreira, Instituto Superior de Agronomia in Lisboa Portugal, visited 
Scion in November as part of an EU-funded COST exchange. He worked with the 
Fire Project on initiatives around post-fire management, landscape-scale fire 
management planning, as well as general discussions to explore further 
opportunities for collaboration 

 
Technology transfer 

• The New Zealand Science Learning Hub is managed by the University of Waikato 
and funded by MRST. This is a web-based learning centre, containing extensive 
resources covering top-class science under a range of topics, aimed at science 
teachers and students. A new Fire theme has recently been added to the 
Learning Hub (http://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/contexts/fire) covering both urban 
and rural fires. The Scion Rural Fire Research Group is highlighted throughout 
this theme, and the content includes video clips of project staff being interviewed 
on fire topics and other information related to Scion fire research. We have 
already received informal feedback that there has been considerable interest in 
this feature from science teachers. 

• Scion assisted with delivery of a national Intermediate Fire Behaviour Training 
Course, in conjunction with the NRFA and DOC, to 21 rural fire managers in 
Christchurch in September. This was the first course run since 2006, following 
major revisions and updating of the course content to incorporate latest research 
outputs and knowledge. Feedback from participants was very positive.



 

• Lectures were also delivered on fire science and fire danger rating at the 
Introduction to Principal Rural Officer training course, run by the NRFA in July. 
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