
Forest Ecosystem Services Forum
Planted forests, climate change,
water and people connections

December 2020

On-line Webinar



National Forest Ecosystem Services Forum goals
9 years on
• Gain insight from various perspectives

• Industry, Government, Māori, Academic, International

• Facilitate National debate on role of planted forests
• Increase awareness of forest ecosystem services
• Exchange ideas and create networks
• Bench mark progress (policy, provision and markets for FES)



Over the years
• 2012 Opportunities, risk and challenges associated with realizing 

the value of Forest Ecosystem Services

• 2013 Integrating Forest Ecosystem services in to policy  

• 2014 Protecting and enhancing New Zealand’s freshwater through 
forestry 

• 2015 integrating forestry in the landscape with other primary 
sectors 

• 2016 Current perspectives on FES: Issues and pathways to 
implementation 

• 2017 Implementation of Forest Ecosystem Services in Policy and 
Decision Making in Oceania – Brisbane, Australia, 28 March 2017

• 2017 Connections matter: Interactions between forests and the 
neighbouring marine environment – Havelock, Marlborough 
Sounds, 24 May 2017

• 2018 Integrating forests’ broader values in decision making 
processes, Te Papa, Wellington, 8&9 May 2018

• 2019 FES in Oceania - progress in research, policy and decision 
making. A one-day session at the 2nd Oceania Ecosystem 
Services Forum in Christchurch, 2 September 2019

• 2020 Planted forests, climate change, water and people 
connections. FES forum webinar, 1 December 2020



Scion’s Core Purpose

To drive innovation and growth from New Zealand’s forestry, wood 
product and wood-derived materials and other biomaterial sectors, to 
create economic value and contribute to beneficial environmental and 
social outcomes for New Zealand

Forests and Landscapes  Forests to Timber Products Forests to Biobased Products



Forests to Timber Products

Where we come from and 
continue to innovate to 

economically  grow

Forests and Landscapes

Ecosystem services and 
improving wellbeing

Forests to Biobased Products

A new bio-based economy

Striving for Balance: Helping New Zealand transition to a 
circular bioeconomy



Designing Forests – Mahi Tahi Whaihua (Portfolio IA1.3)

Focus
• Increase in afforestation of highly 

erodible red zone land

• 8 million tonnes increase in 
sequestered carbon in new forests

• Increase in forested area to enhance 
soil and water resources, 
biodiversity, landscape resilience

• Landscapes are integrated resulting 
in sustainable regional economies

• Increase in the use for forests for 
human health and well-being.



Forests to help clean our water Forests to reduce greenhouse 
gas effects

Forests to mitigate effects of sea 
rise due to climate shift

Helping with New Zealand’s Big Three

Using environment engineering principles, mātauranga, and forestry science to design forests to meet a need; 
the forests can be indigenous, exotic, or a mixture of both



Think piece:  How does society know when it is in balance 
and below the Ecological Ceiling?

What does this feel like / look like?

How do you know you are there without hindsight?

How does a community know what part(s) needs 
adjusting?

When do you feel that you have gone beyond the 
ecological ceiling?

Donut economics by Kate Raworth and Adam Simpson



Nga mihi





Designing Forests RA of Scion and mention where the natural capital ‐ ecosystem services research portfolio sits?

So about 70 FES Forum participants. 

I have adopted based on my readings and work on ecosystem services.
• Ecosystem services are the goods and services provided by natural and modified ecosystems that benefit, sustain and 

support human well‐being.
• Ecosystem service frameworks have been developed to quantify and describe the broader value of ecosystems 

(especially those that do not have a market) to allow their representation in decision making.
• Ecosystem services include non‐market environmental, social and cultural (e.g., Maori spiritual values) values. All of 

which should be accounted for in policy and investment decisions.


