
Understanding kauri dieback
Identifying resistance to
Phytophthora diseases in kauri.

Sap bleeding lesions on kauri caused by PTA.

Phytophthora is a group of soil or air borne plant pathogens 
that pose major challenges to global biosecurity. The 
pathogens affect an increasingly broad range of hosts 
worldwide. The rapid movement of organic material between 
countries has escalated the proliferation of Phytophthora 
related diseases.

Once a Phytophthora species is introduced into a new area 
it will spread naturally through the roots of infected trees. It 
is often not feasible to eradicate it once established.

Scion’s Phytophthora research programme focuses on three 
diseases that are seriously impacting our primary industries 
and conservation estates: kauri dieback, red needle cast, 
and crown rot in apples.






