
G43

This report presents highlights and financial statements for the six months ending 31 December 2020





 Our vision

Prosperity from trees - Mai i te ngahere oranga
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Forestry is a massive renewable resource 
that has the scale needed to provide 
New Zealand with low-emissions 
materials and fuels to meet our climate 
change commitments, grow and 
transform the economy and improve 
environmental and social outcomes.

Based in Rotorua, the heartland of 
forestry, Scion has the connections with 
industry, the regions and Māori vital 
to help deliver this transformation.

Scion is globally recognised as a leader 
in the circular bioeconomy approach 
from growing renewable resources 
though to new materials and energy 
and to new manufacturing methods. For 
New Zealand, we estimate the circular 
bioeconomy is a $30b opportunity. 

Scion’s Strategy 2030 is centred around 
driving the innovation needed to realise 
this opportunity and is well aligned to 
Government priorities especially

around climate change, regional 
economic development, meeting Māori 
aspirations and improving wellbeing. 

Our new building Te Whare Nui o Tuteata 
showcases both the technological 
innovation and effective partnerships 
critical to transforming the circular 
bioeconomy. Te Whare Nui o Tuteata will 
be officially opened on 5 March at an 
event cementing Scion’s connection to 
industry, the local community and Māori. 

Recent highlights
Te Whare Nui o Tuteata strengthens relationships

Scion’s innovation building was completed on time and within 
budget. At a blessing and naming ceremony on 29 October 
2020 the building was gifted the name ‘Te Whare Nui o 
Tuteata’. The name, chosen by mana whenua, acknowledges 
Tuteata, the tupuna or ancestor of Ngāti Hurungaterangi, 
Ngāti Taeotu and Ngāti Te Kahu. 
 
Veronica Butterworth, hapū representative based at Scion, 
says “The gifting of our tupuna name signifies the beginning 
of a special relationship which is mutually beneficial to the 
hapū, and to Scion”.

Te Whare Nui o Tuteata has been Scion’s new front door 
since the new year and despite little promotion has already 
become a popular destination among the community who 
visit the ground floor public café and adjoining innovation 
exhibition. 

Together with Nga Hapū e Toru, who hold mana over the 
whenua, we will host the official opening of Te Whare Nui o 
Tuteata by Minister Woods on 5 March 2021. We are excited 
to welcome many members from our community and 
businesses as they attend this notable event.
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Learning from the Ōhau wildfire 
 
Climate change and the expansion of the urban-rural interface 
are increasing the risk rural fire poses to life, the environment 
and property. The 5000-ha Ōhau wildfire in October 2020 
was one of the most significant in New Zealand’s history in 
terms of the 48 homes (almost half the Ōhau village) and other 
structures lost.

Fire and Emergency New Zealand asked members of Scion’s 
rural fire research team to join their fire engineers to assess 
the house loss at Ōhau with the aim of identifying factors 
contributing to why one house burned, and others did not. 
These learnings are critical not only to residents wanting to 
rebuild in the village, but also to existing and new developments 
in other parts of the country.

The data collected on house construction, vegetation type 
and proximity, and fire spread is still being analysed, but 
will be published as part of a wider case study on the fire in 
conjunction with Fire and Emergency in coming months.

Making a COVID-19 vaccine

Scion’s fermentation capability and biotechnology pilot plant 
was critical in assisting New Zealand COVID-19 Vaccine

We have received strong support from the Minister and MBIE 
for our strategy to deliver benefit for New Zealand and to 
maintain critical capability that New Zealand needs now 
and in the future. Our organisational alignment exercise is 
almost completed. 

Long-term funding sustainability remains an issue for Scion

Providing critical capability
requiring innovative solutions. We are now waiting on 
completion of the Science Review as the last component of 
the Long-term Funding Working Group exercise as directed 
by the Minister. COVID-19 delayed this work for nearly a year, 
preventing the joint Scion/MBIE group from finishing the work. 
A level of uncertainty remains until then, and we continue to 
discuss options with MBIE.

Corporation (CVC) produce its COVID-19 vaccine. Our team
allowed the vaccine-producing bacteria to be produced at 
scale (100L), enabling CVC to ship its first COVID-19 vaccine 
candidate overseas for pre-clinical testing.

“We really appreciate the extra mile that you have been willing 
to go … It’s further testament to your flexibility and technical 
skills that together, we have pulled off a new design and mini- 
manufacturing in just five weeks. The vaccine design employing 
CVC’s T-cell antigens is unique in COVID-19 vaccine development 
worldwide; which certainly makes it quite interesting... 

“One great thing in our view is how well we have experienced 
New Zealand’s biotechnology skills-base working together 
to get some real things done: like developing and making a 
product to address a critical need! We are not well endowed 
as a country with resources and facilities to conduct the 
kinds of work we have been doing. This is something which 
we as CVC and the individuals within it would love to see 
improved; we should not miss any opportunity to shout this 
from the rooftops at this time when the importance of 
biotechnology is so obvious globally, thanks to the pandemic. 
We are impressed and grateful to Scion for its willingness 
to switch from business-as-usual to something different 
but important.” (Andy B Herbert (COO/CSO) and Robert 
Feldman (CEO) COVID-19 Vaccine Corporation Ltd (CVC), 21 
December 2020.)
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Financial statements 
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